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and lunl acted at the viceregal court as the agent of the
Maratha captains in the pay of the emperor. Balaji
Vishvanath conducted the negotiations on Shahu's behall.
On his release Shahu had obtained a promise of the chauth
and ftardettltMiukhi in the six Deccan provinces. Subse-
quently by a private arrangement between Shahu and
Daud Khan, the Maratha king had waived his right to the
sardeshmukhf, provided Daud Khan guaranteed the regular
payment of the chauth. The first demand, therefore, of
the Maratha plenipotentiary was that the viceroy should
guarantee the mrdeshmukhi as well an the chauth. This
was at once acceded to by Shankar Malhar. But this was
oiily a small part of the Maratha demands. Balaji
Vishvaiiatli next asked for sovereign rights over all the
territoiy except Khandcsh which had belonged to Shivaji.
In lieu of Khandcsh Shahu should receive compensation
round Pandharpur- The Moghula should evacuate Shivner
which had twice defied the great king's assaults, restore
Shivaji's Oarnatic conquests and send Shahu's mother and
family back to the Deccan. With special vehemence
Bulaji, a devout and orthodox Brahman, demanded the
surrender of Trimbak. It is a place dear to overy Deccan
Hindu and is yearly visited by thousands of pilgrims. It
was thw'o that the saint Nivratti, brother of Dnyandev,
ended his earthly career. But, above all, it is renowned as
the spot where the Godavari river rises. To the Marathas
the Godavari is the holiest of all southern streams and by
the dwellers on her banks she is usually called Ganga or
the Ganges. Indeed a current legend claims for her a
holiness oven greater than that of her proud northern
sister. When King Bhagirath by his prayers and penances
brought down from heaven the divine Ganges, the god
Shiva caught hor in his hair. There he held her imprison-
ed for a year. Parvati, Shiva's wife, grew jealous of the
stately lady, whom her husband carried always with him.
She called to her aid her eon, the elephant-headed Ganpatl
Now it so happened that near Trimbak a great sage called